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Since 15 October, the Ul- 
brlcht regime ha# made a syste- 
matic effort to force US offi- 
cials to acknowledge the right 
of East German guards at the 
Frledrlchatrasse checkpoint In 
East Berlin to exercise control 
over US- licensed vehicles driven 
by civilians* At the outset, 
Soviet authorities appear to 
have made an attempt to disso- 
ciate themselves from the East 
German actions; on 25 October, 
however, the USSR indicated that 
It was firmly backing the East 
German claims. 

US officials maintain that 
US official license plates are 
la themselves sufficient Identi- 
fication as far as the East Ger- 
mans are concerned. In accord- 
ance with long-establlahed prac- 
tice and US rights under the 
occupation agreements, thb US 
takes the position that only So- 
viet officials may control move- 
ments of US personnel, whether 
uniformed or not* In contrast 
to the Americans and the Trench, 
the British have been in the 
habit for several years of flash- 
ing identification documents when 
requested, but they have never 
actually handed them over to the 
East German guards. 

Sector Border Incidents 

The first serious Incidents 
occurred on 15 October, when 
East German guards on four oc- 
casions refused to pass US- 
licensed vehicles operated by 
civilians. In one case, they 
subsequently permitted one ve- 
hicle to pass the checkpoint 
after a uniformed driver took 
the wheel. 

On 17 October, US political 
Adviser Howard Trlvers called 
upon the Soviet political ad- 


viser, Lt. Col. Lara rev, to pro- 
test the incidents and outline 
the US case. Lazarev, unusually 
courteous, said Soviet authori- 
ties lacked adequate descriptions 
of U9 official llcanse pistes. 

Re thought everything would be 
all right if US authorities 
would supply complete sets of 
descriptions and photographs 
of plates currently In use toy 
US personnel. Re said he would 
undertake to see that facsimiles 
wers provided to East German 
authorities at the Friedrich- 
straese checkpoint as well as 
to Soviet officials at the 
Rarlenborn checkpoint on the 
Autobahn. 

In the light of Lazarev’s 
Implicit recognition of Western 
rights of free circulation in 
Berlin, Trlvers after the 
meeting Immediately forwarded 
the necessary Information on 
US license plates. 

Despite Lazarev's assurances 
to Trlvers, further incidents 
occurred in which East German 
sector border guards refused 
tc permit US civilians to pass 
through the Trledrlcbstrasse 
checkpoint without showing 
Identification. 

On 22 October, the East 
Germans demanded identification 
from S. Allen Llghtner, assistant 
chief cf the US Klsslon in Ber- 
lin. After long delays and fail- 
ure by the East German guards tc 
summon a Soviet officer, as re- • 
quested by Llghtner, the American*, 
commandant In Berlin dispatched 
an armed escort of US military 
police to escort Llghtner Into 
East Bsrllh. Llghtner snd his 
escort twice went Into the Soviet 
sector snd withdrew. 

Soon afterward, Lasarev 
arrived at the Frledrlchatrasae 
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chock point and con for rod with 
tho US pro root oirihil. Lazarev 
admitted that the East Germans 
had Mdo a mistake and that it 
would be corrected. Lightner 
then drove his car across the 
sector border and returned, 
without escort or hindrance. 


The following day the East 
Gersan news agency carried an 
annouaceaent of the Interior 
Ministry attacking US authorities 
for the incident of the pre- 
ceding day. It stated that tho 
regime's police are under in- 
structions to permit foreigners 
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to pass only after showing tbalr 
passports and claimed tbat "per- 
soos la civilian clot baa” wars 
trying to evade tbasa regula- 
tions without "proving" member- 
ship in tbs Vsstsrn occupation 
forces . 


On 24 October , East German 
guards on two occasions turned 
back US-licensed vehicles driven 
by officials In civilian clothes. 
On the second occasion, the US 
provost marshal drove to the 
scene but wee unable to induce 

zest German police to let the 
automobile pass. Tbs following 
day tbs East Germans again 
baited a US vehicle. When the 
US provost marshal demanded a 
Soviet officer be summoned im- 
mediately, the East German guard 
declared tbat tbe regime does 
not recognise US license plates. 


Trlvers than telephoned So- 
viet headquarters to demand a 
Soviet officer. A new Soviet 
political adviser, Col. AlekseyeTi 
arrived, accompanied by. Lazarev. 
Alekseyev took a belligerent 
tone with US officials from tbe 
outset. He told tbe US provost 
marshal that the East German 
government bad made e decision 
not to recognise license plates 
of US forces and repeated this 
assertion to Trlvers. Lasarev, 
moreover, denied he had given 
Trlvers assurance on 17 October 
of no further difficulties. 

Then the US provost marshal 
warned that an armed escort 
would be sent to shepherd the 


American vehicle into Berlin, 
Alekseyev declared; "Ho, you 
won • t i " nevertheless, US 
military police escorted the 
car into East Berlin and back 
without intar ference. 


Major General Watson, Ameri- 
can commander in Berlin, saw 
Soviet commandant Solovyev that 
afternoon to protest tbe series 
of Incidents. Solovyov strongly 
baekod East Germany's claim to 
tbw right to exercise controls 
at tba sector border and main- 
tained that Soviet authorities 
cannot influence or Interfere 
with East Gorman actions there. 

He rejoetod General Watson v s 
contention tbat tbs license 
plats was adequate identifies* 
tlon and demanded that civilians 
beocafortb show their identi- 
fication documents. 


While Watson was conferring 
with Solovyev, tbe East Carmans 
baited two US Army sightseeing 
buses and demanded that tbs 
civilian occupants identify 
themselves. Although tbs East 
Germans heretofore have asked 
for Identification from such 
clearly marked vehicles, they 
have not actually denied entry. 


On 26 October, tbe East 
Germans again attempted to deny* 
entry into East Berlin to s U8-~ 
licensed vehicle, sad again mili- 
tary police escorted tbs car from 
tbe Soviet sector. 
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Bloc Comment on Berlin 

Id contrast to tho bellig- 
erent behavior of tbs Comreu- 
nlsts at tbs Berlin sector 
bordor, Soviet and bloc leaders 
have continued to follow Khru- 
shchev's lead in avoiding ex- 
tensive polemical treat sent of 
Berlin and Germany pending fur- 
ther exploratory talks with the 
US in Moscow. In bis speech 
to the party congress on 25 
October, Foreign Minister Oroaylo 
stressed that the Soviet Union 
would spare no efforts to "find 
a cohbod language with tbe 
Western powers on tbe question 
of a German peace treaty.” At 
the sane tine be warned that 
tbe bloc would conclude a peace 
treaty wltb East Germany if it 
proved impossible to reach 
agreement witb tbe Western 
powers. His statements on So- 
viet policy also reflscted tbe *■ 
more moderate line toward tbe 
West which marked Khrushchev's 
initial address on 17 October. 

Gromyko emphasized that So- 
viet foreign policy bad been 
successful because of its "flex- 
ibility and desire to take into 
consideration tbe Interests of 
partners in talks." Bs slso 
claimed that tbe meeting between 
President Kennedy and Kbrusbcbev 
In Vienna was "one of the most 
outstanding events of our time," 
and went to some lengths to 
point up "the great Importance" 
tbe Soviet Government attached 
to the state of its relations 
wltb tbe US. 

Both First Deputy Premier 
Ml hoy an and East German party 
leader Ulbrlcht stressed the 


urgoncy of a peace settlement 
witb Germany but without men- 
tioning a deadline. Like Khru- 
shchev, Klkoyan and Ulbrlcht 
claimed that there had been 
some shifts in the position of 
tbs West, and Mlfcoyan attributed 
this to Khrushchev's efforts. 
Ulbrlcht stated that "it is a 
vory good thing" that talks 
had begun between the US and 
USSR. He warned, however, that 
Parle and Bonn aimed at post- 
poning negotiations in order 
to gain time for equipping West 
Germany with atomic weapons. 

In line wltb the general de- 
empbasls of Berlin at the Soviet 
party congress, the Polish and 
Czech party leaders, Gomulka 
and Novotny, in their speeches 
mentioned these Issues in a 
brief pro forma manner. 

A Soviet official in Paris 
who returned from Moscow on 20 
October told an American repre- 
sentative that tbe question of 
access to Berlin could easily 
be solved by a four- power agree- 
ment guaranteeing free access. 

He stressed that this was of 
minor Importance to the "main 
Interest" of the USSR in obtain- 
ing a peace treaty with both 
Germanys, which would confirm 
tbe Oder-Helese line and recog- 
nize the existing border between 
East and West Germany. While 
be noted tbe Importance of an 
early four-power foreign minis; 
tere' conference, tbe Soviet •> 
spokesman also stated that the 
conference could not be called 
to deal only with Berlin but 
should have as its main purpose 
the prepara tion of a German jp eace 
conference. 
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